
On Monday of this week Malachy and I were invited and attended a conference at the 

Consulate in Barcelona on the UK’s Exit from the EU.  The conference was attended by 

representatives from organisations throughout Spain, the Canary and Balearic Islands. Its 

main focus was on how to reach and support British Nationals living in Spain throughout and 

beyond the UK exit from the EU. 

 

We were updated on the status of the exit in key areas with what will happen with a Deal or No 

Deal; all the up-to-date information on the exit can be obtained from www.gov.uk/living-in-

spain, where you can sign up for email updates. The Embassy also have a Facebook page - 

Brits in Spain. 

 

The key message of the day was to ensure that you have your documentation up to date as 

soon as possible to ensure your rights living in Spain. Being registered as a resident in Spain 

does not necessarily mean you become tax resident; all our circumstances are different and 

only a qualified tax consultant can advise you on this. 

 

The committee have, and will continue, to keep you informed with information issued to us 

from the Consulate. If you know of anyone in your area that is not a U3A member, please pass 

on the information to them. 

 

Below is a summary of the exit status as it will affect British U3A members who fall into the 

living in Spain but not working category. 

 

Residency   

Deal: There will be a transition period up to 

the end of 2020 during which time we 

will have to change our residency 

green card/paper to a Spanish issued 

card; when and how is still to be 

finalised. 

During this period it is essential that 

you get registered as a resident to 

ensure your rights as a resident in 

Spain. 

No Deal: The Spanish government has agreed to 

a 21 month grace period, during this 

time all permanent residents can 

obtain the Spanish issued card.  This 

will be straight forward if your current 

green card has permanent printed on 

it. 

    

 The key message here is to ensure you are registered as a resident if you live here for 

more than 3 months of the year, and if you have had your residency for over 5 years 

swap for one with permanent status as soon as possible. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/living-in-spain
http://www.gov.uk/living-in-spain


Health Care 

Deal: Residents health care will stay the 

same, pensioners will be able to 

access as now using the reciprocal 

agreement. Residents who reach 

pensionable age will be able to apply 

for health care in Spain. 

The EHIC card will still be valid during 

the transition period but how it will 

work after has not yet been sorted. 

No Deal: Everything will stay as is during the 21 

month grace period, but only if the UK 

offers the same deal to the Spanish 

living in the UK. 

For visitors their EHIC will work in 

Spain, but other European countries 

may set different rules. 

    

 The key message here is to make sure you are properly registered for health care in 

Spain. We were reminded that state pensioners who are registered for health care in 

Spain can also access the NHS if they are visiting the UK. 

If travelling outside of Spain with a UK issued EHIC card the advice is to make sure you 

also have travel insurance. 

    

State Pensions   

Deal: Pensions will be uprated as now for all 

residents who receive their pensions 

now or will do in the future.  

Aggregation of pensions from different 

countries will continue. 

No Deal: Pensions will be uprated for 2019 and 

2020, after this uprating will only 

continue if a reciprocal agreement with 

Spain.  Aggregation will continue for 

the 21 month grace period; after that 

an agreement needs to be reached. 

    

 UK state pensions can be paid into a bank in any country and this will not be affected 

by Brexit.  Also, the double taxation agreement will not be affected by Brexit. 

    

Driving Licences   

Deal: UK Driving licences will be accepted 

during transition, still to be agreed 

what will happen after 2020.  Old 

paper licences will not be accepted 

and need to be changed to new photo 

licences. 

 

If resident your UK licence should be 

changed to a Spanish licence when it 

expires. 

No Deal: Spain will grant a 9 month grace 

period when British licences will be 

accepted, during his period residents 

will need to change to a Spanish 

licence as UK licences will be treated 

under 3rd country rules. 



    

 Spanish licences are accepted and will continue to be accepted for driving in the UK, 

and the rest of Europe so sensible to change to a Spanish one for ease of driving 

throughout Europe. 

    

Travel   

Deal Same as now during Transition; after 

still to be agreed 

No Deal Passports must still be valid for 6 

months when travelling; this is 

measured taking into account the issue 

date not the expiry date – your 

passport must not have been issued 

more than 9½ years ago when you 

travel (some UK passports renewed 

early have in the past had additional 

months added). 

There is a passport checker on the 

gov.uk website to check if your 

passport is valid for your trip. 

Non-residents will only be able to stay 

for 90 days in any 180 days; a visa will 

be required if staying longer. 

Residency cards should be taken when 

you travel back to the UK for re-entry 

to Spain, to avoid being challenged on 

the visa point above. 

 

    

 Current UK Passports do not need to be changed to new colour ones as they are  valid 

until their expiry date. 

    

 

And in the best tradition of these sessions we were sent off with a list of 5 key takeaway 

points: 

 

1. Residency – Sort it out now 

2. Healthcare – be reassured 

3. Pensions – also protected 

4. Driving Licences – Exchange for Spanish licence asap 

5. Travel – Check your passport validity 


